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Enhance the Riverfront downtown area as a beautiful, livable, 
walkable, higher density, mixed-use place that’s an asset to the 
entire community and region.

Downtown by Design Mission Statement 2007 

The Bradenton Downtown Development Authority (DDA) is 
shaping a dynamic downtown through carefully planned devel-
opment of economic, social, and cultural opportunities. The au-
[OVYP[`�^VYRZ�^P[O�NV]LYUTLU[HS� HNLUJPLZ��UVU�WYVÄ[�VYNHUPaH-
tions, business owners, and individuals to promote a safe, active 
downtown center with projects that will enhance the community 
for residents, businesses, and visitors, as well as retain and at-
tract new businesses and developers.

“Community and physical development is a long-term invest-
ment,” states Greg Green, chair of the DDA. “The re-developed 
Riverwalk has proven itself as a catalytic magnet bringing more 
people and businesses to downtown Bradenton. As the DDA 
continues its work within the mission set forth by the Downtown 
by Design master plan, we are also focusing on the 14th Street 
CRA and the Village of the Arts as part of the downtown econom-
ic development equation.” 

The Plan to Act Project for the 14th Street CRA + Village of the 
Arts intends to:

•build economic strength, social cohesiveness, cultural vibran-
cy, and environmental sustainability within Village of the Arts, as 
the core of the 14th Street Community Redevelopment Authority 

•promote linkages between the Village of the Arts and other 
downtown physical assets, such as the Riverwalk, McKechnie 
Field, and historic Main Street.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY Mission Statement

The Village of the Arts and 14th St. CRA  Project Study Area Within the 
3HYNLY�*VU[L_[�VM�[OL�*P[`�VM�)YHKLU[VU�HUK�(KQHJLU[�ZP[LZ�VM�PUÅ\LUJL�

Professor Shannon Bassett (top) and Professor David Brain (bottom) Images from the Village of the Arts Visionning Workshop
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9LHSPaL�)YHKLU[VU��H�UVU�WYVÄ[�VYNHUPaH[PVU� MVJ\ZLK�VU�JVT-
munity and economic development using arts, culture, heritage, 
and sports crafted a unique approach that merged four distinct 
strategies.

Place-making�PZ�H�YLJVNUPaLK�LJVUVTPJ�KL]LSVWTLU[�Z[YH[LN`�
that leverages physical and cultural assets. This approach gen-
erates both short- and long-term results for the overall well-be-
PUN�VM�[OL�JVTT\UP[`·ÄUHUJPHS��WO`ZPJHS��ZVJPHS��HUK�J\S[\YHS·
and over time will result in increased property values, consumer 
spending, tourism, and cultural vibrancy. 

Asset-Based Community Development (ABCD) builds a com-
munity from the “inside-out.”1 It is a large and growing move-
ment that considers local assets as the primary building blocks 
of sustainable community development. Building on the skills of 
local residents, the power of local associations, and the sup-
portive functions of local institutions, asset-based community 
development draws upon existing community strengths to build 
stronger, more sustainable communities for the future. 

Community-driven design involves residents, community and 
cultural leaders, architects, designers, college and university 
Z[\KLU[Z�HUK�V[OLYZ�[V�JVSSHIVYH[P]LS`�KLÄUL�HUK�KLZPNU�]PIYHU[�
neighborhood places.
 
A design center strategy applies the talents and expertise of 
students and college/university faculty to address downtown 
Bradenton urban opportunities. Such an approach was used 
successfully with the Riverwalk project.

1*John McKnight Building Communities from the Inside Out: A 
7H[O�;V^HYK�-PUKPUN�HUK�4VIPSPaPUN�H�*VTT\UP[`»Z�(ZZL[Z� 

Why Development is More than Bricks

We need to get people to grasp how to use arts as an economic 
engine. It will improve neighborhoods and attract quality busi-
nesses. From an economic development standpoint – people will 
go where they want to live; and companies will start up where 
their employees want to live.  
9LHSPaL�)YHKLU[VU�4HZ[LY�7SHU�,_LJ\[P]L�:\TTHY`���� 

Within a designated 42-acre live-work district, the Village of the 
Arts (VOTA) is at the core of the 14th Street CRA and includes 
240 residential structures of which over 30 are galleries, studios, 
HUK�YLZ[H\YHU[Z��;OPZ�JVSVYM\S�HY[PZ[Z»�JVSVU �̀�[OL�SHYNLZ[�PU�:V\[O-
west Florida, was created 13 years ago. Given regional and na-
tional recognition, VOTA is positioned to achieve even greater 
economic, social, and cultural success.

Clearly over the past years, many studies and community meet-
PUNZ�OH]L� PUKPJH[LK� [OH[� [OL�=PSSHNL�VM� [OL�(Y[Z� OHZ� ZPNUPÄJHU[�
\UYLHSPaLK�WV[LU[PHS� HUK� [OH[� MVY�KV^U[V^U�)YHKLU[VU� [V� [Y\S`�
thrive—the north and south must be connected from the River-
walk to McKechnie Field and the Village of the Arts.

;OL���� �9LHSPaL�)YHKLU[VU�4HZ[LY�7SHU�PUKPJH[LK!�¸;OV\NO�P[�
is a short walk from the downtown core, the Village of the Arts 
is separated from the downtown core by commercial through 
ways which create pedestrian barriers, unattractive parking and 
vacant lots, lack of shade and limited opportunities for other ac-
[P]P[PLZ�VY�ZPNO[ZLLPUN�HSVUN�[OL�^H �̀�HUK�H� SHJR�VM�^H`�ÄUKPUN�
signage.”

Page 9 of the Downtown by Design Master Plan, cited the need 

for greater integration of the Village, “Residents expressed en-
joyment over the current arts and cultural venues, but many 
felt that the Downtown could support more venues as well as a 
greater diversity of cultural facilities. In addition, many wanted 
a stronger connection to the Village of the Arts. Some residents 
expressed that a greater diversity and more venues could be 
achieved through new programs as well as changes in the cur-
rent City ordinances.”

;OL�++(»Z�WO`ZPJHS�THZ[LY�WSHU�^LU[�VU�[V�L_WSHPU��¸0TWYV]L-
ments should be made to the north/south pedestrian connec-
tions across Martin Luther King Avenue, as well as streetscape 
and signage celebrating the Village of the Arts.” (Page 37)

Additionally, the Artisan Avenue proposal in 2007 pointed out 
the importance of:

•Blending waterfront access, cultural assets, with a mixed use     
development that promotes a walkable downtown area
•Promoting higher density development, and helping to 
develop vacant properties and unsightly parking lots
•Providing parking garages which will improve street 
conditions and promote pedestrianatmosphere in the area
�*HWP[HSPaPUN�VU�[OL�TVTLU[\T�LZ[HISPZOLK�I`�[OL�[OYLL�THZ[LY�
WSHU�Z[\KPLZ��+V^U[V^U�I`�+LZPNU��9LHSPaL�)YHKLU[VU��+V^U-
town Mobility Study)
•Establishing cultural assets as a cornerstone of a marketable 
community brand

Connection to place is a prime opportunity.
The “Soul of the Community Project,” sponsored by Gallup Poll 
and the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, interviewed 

about 43,000 people in 26 communities over a three-year period 
ILNPUUPUN�PU������HUK�MV\UK�¸[OH[�ZVJPHS�VɈLYPUNZ��Z\JO�HZ�LU-
tertainment venues and places to meet, openness (how welcom-
PUN�H�WSHJL�PZ���HUK�[OL�HYLH»Z�HLZ[OL[PJZ��P[Z�WO`ZPJHS�ILH\[`�HUK�
green spaces) attach people to their communities.”

These three factors rose to the top of the list every year of the 
survey and did not vary from large city residents to those in small 
communities. The study concluded that “optimism for a commu-
UP[`»Z�M\[\YL�PZ�[PLK�[V�YLZPKLU[Z»�JVUULJ[PVU�[V�WSHJL�¹�
www.soulofthecommunity.org

;OL�ZWLJPÄJ�:V\S�VM� [OL�*VTT\UP[`� YLWVY[�VU�)YHKLU[VU�^HZ�
very encouraging:  “Community leaders are positioned well to 
\ZL� YLZPKLU[Z»� H[[HJOTLU[� [V� )YHKLU[VU� HLZ[OL[PJZ�� PUJS\KPUN�
[OL�JP[`»Z�UH[\YHS�ILH\[`�HUK�J\S[\YL��HZ�H�KPɈLYLU[PH[VY�IL[^LLU�
it and other comparable communities. This becomes extremely 
important when competing for tourist dollars in the state of Flor-
ida and the Southeast.”

Building connection to place is at the heart of the Plan to Act 
Project, as it was in the recent Riverwalk redevelopment. The 
ILULÄ[Z�HYL�JSLHY��9LZLHYJO�KLTVUZ[YH[LZ�[OH[�JVTT\UP[PLZ�̂ P[O�
OPNOLY�SL]LSZ�VM�JVTT\UP[`�JP[PaLU�LUNHNLTLU[�HUK�JVUULJ[PVU�
have stronger desired outcomes such as higher GDP growth and 
population growth.

As indicated in the Downtown by Design Master Plan, a “part-
ULYZOPW�HWWYVHJO¹�PZ�KLZPYHISL�MVY�T\[\HS�ILULÄ[�HUK�H[[YHJ[PVU�
of future public-private partnerships. The DDA engaged Real-
PaL�)YHKLU[VU��HZ�H�SLHK�WHY[ULY��;VNL[OLY�[OL�VYNHUPaH[PVUZ�LU-
gaged two local higher education institutions to add the diverse 
perspectives and talents of students and faculty.

Planning Principles
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KEY PARTNERS

Housing in the Village of the Arts
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PROJECT TEAM

David M. Gustafson - Project Client
Executive Director for Downtown Development Authority, City of Bradenton, Bradenton, FL
David is an experienced urban planner, project manager and land developer with an extensive background in property acquisition, site design, and 
site development/redevelopment. His diverse work experience includes Manatee County Government, ZNS Civil Engineering and Benderson Devel-
VWTLU[��(Z�[OL�,_LJ\[P]L�+PYLJ[VY�MVY�[OL�+V^U[V^U�+L]LSVWTLU[�(\[OVYP[ �̀�+H]PK�ZLY]LK�HZ�[OL�7YVQLJ[�4HUHNLY�MVY�[OL�*P[`�VM�)YHKLU[VU»Z�����
million dollar Riverwalk, helped broker the deal on the 16 million dollar historic hotel renovation and he is heavily involved with the bi-county rowing 
initiatives. Dave has volunteered for the last 3 years at Nathan Benderson Park and worked with the design team on park operation. He was the 
Project Manager at the Ft. Hamer Rowing Facility, where universities such as Harvard train. He also helped start three High School rowing teams in 
Manatee County. 

Johnette Isham - Project Coordinator
Executive Director for Realize Bradenton, Bradenton, FL   
1VOUL[[L�0ZOHT�PZ�H�KLZPNULY�LK\JH[VY�̂ P[O�V]LY����̀ LHYZ�PU�HY[Z��KLZPNU��LK\JH[PVU��UVU�WYVÄ[��HUK�JVYWVYH[L�ZL[[PUNZ��1VOUL[[L»Z�)-(�PZ�MYVT�9OVKL�
0ZSHUK�:JOVVS�VM�+LZPNU��90:+���4,+�MYVT�3LZSL`�<UP]LYZP[ �̀�^P[O�(K]HUJLK�*LY[PÄJH[LZ�MYVT�*HZL�>LZ[LYU�)\ZPULZZ�:JOVVS�HUK�/HY]HYK�<UP]LYZP[ �̀�
Community building and the arts have been a constant throughout her career. As a director at the Rhode Island Council for the Arts, she received a 
National Endowment for the Arts grant to set up an urban education program that used arts and history to engage youth. With expertise in integrat-
ed arts curriculum, Johnette worked at Polaroid to develop photography as a teaching tool. After leaving Polaroid, she directed entrepreneurial and 
JVYWVYH[L�LK\JH[PVU�WYVNYHTZ�H[�90:+��0U�� ���1VOUL[[L�TV]LK�[V�-SVYPKH�[V�[HRL�[OL�WVZP[PVU�VM�=PJL�7YLZPKLU[�MVY�(JHKLTPJ�(ɈHPYZ�H[�9PUNSPUN�*VS-
lege where she led the introduction of the Liberal Arts Program and integration of technology into the educational and administrative areas. After 18 
years at Ringling College, Johnette directed the creation of a LEED gold facility for free cancer care using art, nature, and Technology which resulted 
PU�;OL�*LU[LY�MVY�)\PSKPUN�/VWL�MHJPSP[`�PU�3HRL^VVK�9HUJO��0U�MHSS���� �1VOUL[[L�ILJHTL�[OL�MV\UKPUN�KPYLJ[VY�VM�9LHSPaL�)YHKLU[VU·H�UVU�WYVÄ[�
VYNHUPaH[PVU�[OH[�SL]LYHNLZ�KV^U[V^U�)YHKLU[VU»Z�HY[Z��J\S[\YL��HUK�OPZ[VY`�MVY�NYLH[LY�LJVUVTPJ�HUK�JVTT\UP[`�KL]LSVWTLU[�

David Brain - Project Consultant 
Professor of Sociology, New College, Sarasota, F      
David Brain studied architecture at the University of Cincinnati before an interest in urban issues led him to a BA in sociology at the University of 
California, Berkeley, and a Ph.D. in sociology at Harvard University. He taught at Harvard and Indiana University before joining the faculty at New 
College of Florida. As a part of his research on the connections between place-making, community-building, and civic engagement, he began to ob-
serve charrettes, which are intense and highly successful collaborative endeavors to promote joint ownership of community solutions.  Over the past 
15 years, his research has led to active involvement in the design and facilitation of planning and design projects for existing cities, neighborhoods, 
UL^�JVTT\UP[PLZ��UVU�WYVÄ[�VYNHUPaH[PVUZ��HUK�JV\U[`�NV]LYUTLU[��^P[O�H�MVJ\Z�VU�LɈLJ[P]L�JVTT\UP[`�LUNHNLTLU[�HUK�JVUZLUZ\Z�I\PSKPUN��/PZ�
experience has also included directing neighborhood-oriented action research projects that engage students in collaboration with local community 
NYV\WZ��JVU[YPI\[PUN�[V�LK\JH[PVUHS�WYVNYHTZ�MVY�JP[PaLUZ�HUK�WYHJ[P[PVULYZ��HUK�SLJ[\YPUN�PU[LYUH[PVUHSS`�VU�\YIHU�KLZPNU��WSHUUPUN�HUK�Z\Z[HPUHISL�
development. David is on the board of directors as well as a principal member of the teaching faculty of the National Charrette Institute.

April Doner - Community Coordinator  
Originally from Florida, April Doner graduated from New College of Florida in 2006 with a degree in Sociology. She pursued her attraction to the 

PROJECT TEAM cont’d...

WV^LY�VM�JVTT\UP[`�HUK�JP[PaLU�SLHKLYZOPW�H[�:*67,��H�JP]PJ�LUNHNLTLU[�UVUWYVÄ[�PU�:HYHZV[H��-3��^OLYL�ZOL�^VYRLK�MVY�MV\Y�`LHYZ�HZ�*VTT\-
nity Initiatives Coordinator. She received training in Asset Based Community Development (ABCD) and applied this philosophy as coordinator of 
:*67,»Z�5LPNOIVYOVVK�0UP[PH[P]L��0U�������(WYPS�QVPULK����()*+�WYHJ[P[PVULYZ�HZ�-LSSV^�VM�[OL�UL^�UH[PVUHS�()*+�*LU[LY��MVYTLK�I`�1VOU�
4J2UPNO[��1VK`�2YL[aTHUU�HUK�4PRL�.YLLU��(WYPS�OHZ�[YHPULK�HUK�JVUZ\S[LK�T\S[PWSL�NYV\WZ�PU�()*+��PUJS\KPUN�H�UH[PVUHS�^VYRZOVW�PU�*OPJHNV�HUK�
:HYHZV[H�IHZLK�NYV\WZ�HUK�VYNHUPaH[PVUZ��-YVT������������(WYPS�JV�SLK�[OL�KL]LSVWTLU[�VM�<WYPZL�(Y[�*VSSLJ[P]L�HUK�MVYTLK�OLY�V^U�HY[�I\ZPULZZ��
(WYPSHY[�:[\KPVZ��(WYPS�PZ�J\YYLU[S`�KL]LSVWPUN�H�SVJHS�VYNHUPaH[PVU�[V�MVZ[LY�ULPNOIVYOVVK�JVUULJ[LKULZZ��SVJHS�LJVUVTPJ�YLZPSPLUJL�HUK�H�YLNPVUHSS�
peer support network around asset-based practices. She writes weekly for This Week in Sarasota and has had several articles published on the 
Abundant Community website.

DESIGN PROJECT TEAM
Shannon Bassett - Design Project Consultant and Design and Strategic Urban Design and Planning Coordinator 
Asst. Professor of Architecture and Urban Design, University of South Florida School of Architecture and Community Design, Tampa, FL
Bassetts teaches architevcture and urban design studios and research workshops and has run urban design studios in China. Her design and writing 
has been published in Topos, the International Review of Landscape Architecture and Urban Design quarterly journal, Urban Flux (Beijing), Canadian 
Architect and Landscape Architecture China (forthcoming). She has exhibited her design work and research both internationally and nationally, in-
JS\KPUN�TVZ[�YLJLU[S`�H[�[OL�/VUN�2VUN�HUK�:OLUaOLU�)P�*P[`�)PLUUHSL�VM�<YIHUPZT�HUK�(YJOP[LJ[\YL���������:OL�^HZ�H^HYKLK�H�THQVY�NYHU[�MYVT�
the National Endowment for the Arts Grant for (re)stitch TAMPA, a design research platform for re-thinking how to design the city with landscape 
infrastructural systems.  The publication resulting from this is to be published by Actar Barcelona. She holds a Masters of Architecture in Urban 
Design from the Harvard Graduate School of Design, and a Bachelors of Architecture with Distinction from Carleton University. Her urban design 
projects were published in New Orleans: Strategies for a City in a Soft Land (J.Busquets) and Two Squares (H.Sarkis).  She also conducted urban re-
search as part of “Utopia?” a facet of the Harvard Project on the City directed by Rem Koolhaas at the GSD. She is an active board member of IACP 
(International Association for China Planning).  She previously worked with the City of Bradenton on the design of the Bradenton Riverwalk as part 
of a summer design workshop, and is currently a design consultant to the City of Tampa for design interventions along the entire Tampa Riverwalk.

Michael Marti - Graduate Design Assistant
4PJOHLS�4HY[P�YLJLU[S`�NYHK\H[LK�^P[O�H�4HZ[LY»Z�KLNYLL�PU�(YJOP[LJ[\YL�HUK�*VTT\UP[`�+LZPNU�MYVT�[OL�<UP]LYZP[`�VM�:V\[O�-SVYPKH���4PJOHLS�J\Y-
YLU[S`�^VYRZ�HZ�HU�PU[LYU�HYJOP[LJ[�PU�H�SVJHS�*SLHY^H[LY�ÄYT���/PZ�Z[\KPLZ�H[�<:-�MVJ\ZLK�VU�5VY[O�(TLYPJHU�J\S[\YL�HUK�P[Z�WHZ[�HUK�WYLZLU[�PT-
plications in the surrounding landscape and architecture.  Michael looks to build his architectural career around the area of sustainable design that 
respects and reacts to the local landscape.

Adam Skwirsk - Graduate Design Assistant
(KHT�:R^PYZR�YLJLU[S`�NYHK\H[LK�^P[O�H�4HZ[LY»Z�KLNYLL�PU�(YJOP[LJ[\YL�HUK�*VTT\UP[`�+LZPNU�MYVT�[OL�<UP]LYZP[`�VM�:V\[O�-SVYPKH��/L�PZ�J\YYLU[S`�
^VYRPUN�HZ�H�NYHK\H[L�KLZPNULY�PU�;HTWH��-SVYPKH��/PZ�M\[\YL�NVHSZ�HYL�[V�HJX\PYL�OPZ�HYJOP[LJ[\YHS�SPJLUZL�HUK�[V�^VYR�^P[O�H�ÄYT�[OH[�PZ�PU]VS]LK�PU�
JVTT\UP[`�KLZPNU�WYVQLJ[Z��;OL�WSPNO[�VM�OVTLSLZZULZZ�HUK�[OL�JVTT\UP[`»Z�YLZWVUZL�[V�[OLZL�PZZ\LZ�PZ�PTWVY[HU[�[V�(KHT�HUK�PZ�H�THQVY�KYP]PUN�
MVYJL�[V�OPZ�M\[\YL�WSHUZ�PU�WYHJ[PJPUN�HZ�HU�HYJOP[LJ[�HUK�JVTT\UP[`�KLZPNULY��5VUWYVÄ[�VYNHUPaH[PVUZ�OH]L�HS^H`Z�ILLU�H�SHYNL�PU[LYLZ[�MVY�OPT�HUK�
OL�^V\SK�SPRL�[V�JVU[PU\L�[V�Z[H`�PU]VS]LK�^P[O�VYNHUPaH[PVUZ�[OH[�OLSW�WLVWSL�
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PROCESS

THE PROCESS  

This project emerged from initial work carried out by Dr. David Brain and a group of 17 students from New College in the spring, 2012, 
^VYRPUN�PU�JVSSHIVYH[PVU�^P[O�9LHSPaL�)YHKLU[VU��[OL�(Y[PZ[Z�.\PSK��HUK�[OL�+V^U[V^U�+L]LSVWTLU[�(\[OVYP[ �̀�6UL�VM�[OL�THPU�JVUJS\-
ZPVUZ�[OH[�LTLYNLK�MYVT�[OL�Z[\KLU[Z»�^VYR�^HZ�[OH[�PM�[OL�=PSSHNL�VM�[OL�(Y[Z�PZ�[V�TV]L�[V�[OL�UL_[�Z[HNL�VM�P[Z�KL]LSVWTLU[�HZ�HU�LJV-
nomically sustainable and socially diverse arts community, it would need to be understood as part of a broader strategy of neighborhood 
transformation, place-making and community building.  It was suggested that this would involve building stronger and more extensive 
YLSH[PVUZOPWZ�^P[OPU�[OL�ULPNOIVYOVVK��HZ�^LSS�HZ�TVIPSPaPUN�HSS�VM�[OL�JVTT\UP[`�WHY[ULYZ�HYV\UK�^LSS�KLÄULK�WYVQLJ[Z�[OH[�^VYR�[V^HYK�
YLHSPaH[PVU�VM�H�JVTTVU�]PZPVU����

>P[O�[OLZL�JVUJS\ZPVUZ�PU�TPUK��H�WYVJLZZ�^HZ�KLZPNULK�[V�TV]L�MYVT�PUP[PHS�JVTT\UP[`�I\PSKPUN�HUK�]PZPVUPUN�[V�ZWLJPÄJ�KLZPNU�PKLHZ��
projects and a plan for action.  The team developed a process that represented an innovative combination of two methodologies.  First, 
the focus was on community-building, drawing on the techniques of Asset-Based Community Development.   Second, the results of this 
initial capacity-building work provided the foundation for a collaborative design exercise that was an adaptation of charrette process (as 
developed by the National Charrette Institute). 

Phase 1:  Engagement

;OL�ÄYZ[�WOHZL�^HZ�SLK�I`�(WYPS�+VULY�HUK�ILNHU�PU�1\S`���������-VSSV^PUN�HU�LZ[HISPZOLK�TL[OVKVSVN �̀�(WYPS�ILNHU�I`�OVSKPUN�VUL�VU�
one “Learning Conversations” with neighborhood residents, artists, and business owners in order to discover their assets and aspira-
tions.  Insights gained and relationships established in the course of these learning conversations became the basis for building mutually 
ILULÄJPHS�YLSH[PVUZOPWZ�HTVUN�[OL�ULPNOIVYZ���([�[OL�OLHY[�VM�[OPZ�WHY[�VM�[OL�WYVJLZZ��[OL�RL`�PZ�[OL�YLJVNUP[PVU�HUK�JLSLIYH[PVU�VM�[OL�
gifts that each individual brings to the community.  The intention is to set in motion a self-perpetuating process of building ever more 
extensive networks of social support, collaboration and active engagement in the neighborhood.  

;OPZ�WYVJLZZ�PKLU[PÄLK�ULPNOIVYOVVK�¸JVUULJ[VYZ¹��P�L��YLZPKLU[Z�HUK�I\ZPULZZ�V^ULYZ�^P[OPU�[OL�=PSSHNL�^P[O�H�WHZZPVU�MVY�I\PSKPUN�
community, economy, and reciprocity on the neighbvorhood level) and led to the formation of a  core“connector” group capable of 
extending the work of discovering community assets, connecting neighbors, and encouraging resident-led community improvement 
activities.   The group of “Village Connectors” was then engaged in the planning and execution of the following phases of the process.  

PROCESS cont’d...

Phase 2:  Vision

The main component of this phase was a three-hour neighborhood visioning workshop held on January 14, 2013, planned by the Village 
Connectors and hosted by the Salvation Army.  The purpose of this gathering was to engage the residents and other stakeholders in a 
WYVJLZZ�PU[LUKLK�[V�LTWV^LY�[OLT�[V�HY[PJ\SH[L�H�^LSS�KLÄULK�ZL[�VM�]PZPVU�LSLTLU[Z��NVHSZ��]HS\LZ�HUK�HZWPYH[PVUZ�MVY�[OL�ULPNOIVY-
hood.  

;OL�W\YWVZL�VM�[OPZ�̂ VYRZOVW��HZ�[OL�ÄYZ[�Z[LW�PU�H�JVSSHIVYH[P]L�WSHUUPUN�WYVJLZZ��̂ HZ�[V�HZZLTISL�[OL�LSLTLU[Z�VM�H�JVOLYLU[�HUK�JVU-
crete vision for the neighborhood.   Although “vision” is often used to refer to very broad ideas, the exercises carried out by the break-out 
NYV\WZ�^LYL�KLZPNULK�[V�NP]L�[OL�PKLHZ�LUV\NO�ZWLJPÄJP[`�HUK�JVUJYL[LULZZ�[V�WYV]PKL�H�Z[HY[PUN�WVPU[��HUK�N\PKHUJL��MVY�[OL�KLZPNULYZ�
as they took up their part of the work.  This part of the process had two primary functions:  The manifest function was to provide the 
KLZPNULYZ�^P[O�PKLHZ�NYV\UKLK�PU�[OL�JVTT\UP[`»Z�]HS\LZ�HUK�L_WLYPLUJLZ�VM�[OL�WSHJL���;OL�SH[LU[�M\UJ[PVU�^HZ�[V�I\PSK�JVTTVU�YLJ-
ognition of those values and experiences.   The workshop was both a brainstorming session, as well as a consensus-building process.

In preparation for the visioning workshop, Dr. David Brain led two training sessions for table facilitators.  The table facilitators were drawn 
MYVT� [OL�*VUULJ[VYZ�NYV\W�� YLWYLZLU[H[P]LZ�VM�WYVQLJ[�WHY[ULY�VYNHUPaH[PVUZ��HUK�V[OLY� PU[LYLZ[LK�JVTT\UP[`�TLTILYZ�� �;OL� [HISL�
NYV\WZ�JHYYPLK�V\[�[^V�L_LYJPZLZ���;OL�ÄYZ[�^HZ�H�JVTT\UP[`�THWWPUN�L_LYJPZL�[OH[�MVJ\ZLK�VU�PKLU[PM`PUN�[OVZL�WSHJLZ�[OH[�YLWYLZLU[�
the best of the neighborhood, and those places that represent opportunities for improvement.  The second exercise was a “vision ele-
ments” exercise that asked participants to imagine the neighborhood in 20 years, with the most optimistic hopes for the future, and to 
describe what they see.    

;OL�̂ VYRZOVW�̂ HZ�̂ LSS�H[[LUKLK�IL`VUK�HU`VUL»Z�TVZ[�VW[PTPZ[PJ�L_WLJ[H[PVUZ��̂ P[O�V]LY� ��WLVWSL�WHY[PJPWH[PUN��;OL�*VUULJ[VYZ�[VVR�
charge of the logistics of the event, including recruiting local restaurants to provide food.  In the course of providing for childcare at the 
L]LU[��[OL�*VUULJ[VYZ�HSZV�VYNHUPaLK�H�RPK»Z�[HISL�[OH[�WYVK\JLK�PKLHZ�[OH[�^LYL�WYLZLU[LK�HSVUN�^P[O�[OL�V[OLY�[HISL�NYV\WZ���(S[OV\NO�
the room was crowded and noisy, the energy was high and there was a striking consensus that emerged around most of the vision ele-
ments produced by the table groups.  Each of the ten groups produced their top three vision elements, for a total of 30 items (with some 
KLÄUP[L�V]LYSHW�HUK�YLWL[P[PVU�PU�[OL�SPZ[����0U�VYKLY�[V�[LZ[�[OL�JVUZLUZ\Z�HYV\UK�[OLZL�P[LTZ�^P[O�[OL�^OVSL�NYV\W��H�IYPLM�Z\Y]L`�^HZ�
conducted, asking each participant to rate the items on a scale of 1 to 5, from “strongly opposed” to “strongly support this idea.”  More 
than 50% supported all of the ideas, with very few responses in the “opposed” or “strongly opposed” categories.  

;OL�YLZ\S[Z�VM�[OPZ�^VYR��HUK�[OL�JVUZLUZ\Z�[LZ[PUN�[OH[�MVSSV^LK��HYL�Z\TTHYPaLK�VU�WHNLZ�������HUK��������PU�[OL�YLHY�(77,5+0?�� 
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Phase 3:  Design

;OPZ�ÄUHS�WOHZL�VM�[OL�WYVJLZZ�P[ZLSM�PU]VS]LK�[OYLL�Z[LWZ��JVUZ[P[\[PUN�[OYLL�ZPNUPÄJHU[�MLLKIHJR�SVVWZ�PU�[OL�KL]LSVWTLU[�HUK�YLÄUL-
ment of the ideas appearing in this report:  (1) an initial public meeting with the design team February 4, 2013, (2) a “pin-up” review of 
^VYR�PU�WYVNYLZZ�4HYJO�����������HUK�����H�ÄUHS�WYLZLU[H[PVU�(WYPS�� ����������,HJO�VM�[OL�WYLZLU[H[PVUZ�WYV]PKLK�HU�VWWVY[\UP[`�MVY�
facilitated public discussion and focused feedback in the form of brief consensus-testing surveys.  Because of the strong turnout at the 
visioning workshop and the continued public interest in this project, the design phase meetings were located in a larger meeting space 
generously provided by Renaissance on 9th.    

The initial public meeting was an opportunity to review the results of the visioning workshop, and to discuss initial ideas regarding oppor-
tunities, possibilities, and precedents, as suggested by Professor Bassett and her students.   With the vision elements as a foundation, 
[OL�[LHT�^HZ�HISL�[V�NL[�]LY`�JSLHY�MLLKIHJR�^P[O�YLZWLJ[�[V�[OL�Z[HRLOVSKLYZ»�ZLUZL�VM�ULPNOIVYOVVK�WYPVYP[PLZ�HUK�[OL�WVZZPISL�MVJ\Z�
of their work in the coming months.   

At the work-in-progress “pin-up,” Professor Bassett and her students presented their ideas and emerging proposals, and again heard 
reactions, critical considerations, and suggestions.  One of the key pieces of this process was that some of the issues raised in prior 
meetings that were tangential to the design work had either been resolved or were in the process of being resolved.   The team also be-
NHU�[V�MVJ\Z�PU�VU�PKLU[PM`PUN�ZWLJPÄJ�HJ[PVU�P[LTZ�HUK�PTWSLTLU[H[PVU�Z[YH[LNPLZ�PU�JVUULJ[PVU�^P[O�[OL�KLZPNU�PKLHZ�ILPUN�WYLZLU[LK�

([�[OL�ÄUHS�WYLZLU[H[PVU�(WYPS�� ��������[OL�KLZPNU�[LHT�HNHPU�WYLZLU[LK�[OLPY�^VYR��^P[O�YLÄULTLU[Z�HUK�KL[HPSLK�KL]LSVWTLU[�VM�[OL�
PKLHZ�WYL]PV\ZS`�WYLZLU[LK��YLÅLJ[PUN�IV[O�[OL�VYPNPUHS�]PZPVU�LSLTLU[Z�HUK�[OL�ZWLJPÄJ�JVUZPKLYH[PVUZ�YHPZLK�I`�JVTT\UP[`�MLLKIHJR�

Results of the Existing Conditions Exercise

Participants were asked to identify (and map) places in the neighborhood that they believe represent its strongest places, those that best 
exemplify the character of the Village.  They were also asked to identify opportunities for improvement or “upgrades.”  

Notably, the list of strong places focused primarily on galleries, restaurants and businesses in the Village.

Favorite Places in the Village
Ortygia
Arts and Eats
Charisma Café
Dancing Crane Gallery
Divine Excess
Bonnie Bakes
Boys and Girls Club
Blues Review
Boabab Gallery
Bits n Pieces
Agnus Dei
Village Mystic
Yoga Arts
.HYJPH»Z�Z[\KPVZ
/LHY[»Z�+LZPYL
/LYIPL�9VZL»Z�:[\KPV
McKechnie Field
Rawk Shop
Swamp Studio
Sweets Bakeshop

The list of “opportunities” focused on 
these 9 points: 
1. Sidewalks
2. Lighting  
3. Signage (on the boundaries, and throughout)
4. Houses and other properties that are vacant and/or in disrepair.
5. Vacant lots (including large lot on 14th)
6. Storm water management
7. Transformation of vacant lots into parks
���*VUULJ[PVUZ�[V�>HYL»Z�*YLLR
9. Hot spots for questionable activity

Images from Village of the Arts Visioning Workshop

PROCESS cont’d... PROCESS cont’d...
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Results of the “Vision Elements” Exercise
Participants were asked to consider the following prompt:  “Imagine that you have been away for 20 years and you have just come back. 
With the best hope for your community, what does this place look like in 20 years after the project is completed?” 

Each table was then asked to brainstorm ideas and used a dot polling process to select their top three vision elements.   The table below 
lists all 30 elements.

Summary of Workshop Results

1. The Village as a “destination.”
 a. Desirable, safe, “working.”
 b. “World class” arts and culture.

2. Urban community.
 a. An active, mixed-use neighborhood with a critical 
     mass of successful businesses.

3. Neighborhood Character.
 a. Creative and colorful renovation of historic houses.
 b. “Garden paradise”  (neighborhood park, trees).
 c. Emphasis on outdoor elements (porches, gardens,  
     public spaces.)
 d. Sense of community expressed in the relationship 
          of public and private spaces.

4. Transportation and connectivity.
 a. Access to the Village, access from the Village.

5. Infrastructure improvements 
 a. Streetscape, storm water management.

6. Public safety.
 a. Perception and reality.

PROCESS cont’d...

Images from Village of the Arts Visioning Workshop
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���������»Z
• First Settlers
• Federal Land Grants
• Former Native 
   American Settlements
• Bradenton Stockade

����»Z�� ��»Z
• Two Settlements/
  Two Cities
• Steamship Dockage
  (deepest part of the 
   Mantee River)

� ��»Z�� ��»Z
• Train Introduced (1902)
• First Automobile 
  Bridge (1910)
• Citrus and Tomatoes
  Industries 

� ��»Z�� ��»Z
• Manatee Merges with
   Brandenton
• Two Automobile Bridges
• Manatee Hospital 
• Bradenton Auditorium 
  on Fill
• Jaques Creek Filled

� ��»Z�� ��»Z
��:\I\YIPH��YLZPKLU[PHSS�ÅPNO[�
• Retail to DeSoto Mall
��6ɉJL��.V]LYUTLU[�4V]LZ
   into Empty Retail
• Manatee Avenue and 6th
  Avenue become One-Way
  Streets
• Sandpile Filled

� ��»Z�����»Z
•Urban Renaissance on par
  National Trends-Moving
  back into and investing in 
  the urban realm, “urban
  pioneers”   
�=PSSHNL�VM�[OL�(Y[Z�(Y[PZ[»Z
   Colony created in 2000-    
   Artists begin moving    
   into the VOTA (2002)
�<YIHU�9L]P[HSPaH[PVU�
  Projects: Old Main Street
  and the Bradenton River
  walk (Fall 2012)
       

HISTORY OF DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS

Images from Village of the Arts Visioning Workshop
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URBAN DESIGN BEST PRACTICES
Useful Precedents
The Bradenton Riverwalk, Bradenton, Florida

The Bradenton Riverwalk (construction complet-
ed in Fall 2012) serves as a useful and success-
ful local precedent demonstrating how both de-
sign and the engagement of the arts can activate 
public space.  Low-impact design strategies, 
which are part of the design, dual both as public 
spaces, as well as acting as performative land-
scapes.  These performative landscapes con-
tribute to providing eco-system services such 
^P[O�^H[LY�ÄS[YH[PVU�HUK�Z[VYT�^H[LY�TP[PNH[PVU��
in addition to restoring native ecological and an-
imal habitat. 

“Well-designed public spaces that offer 
high-quality events promote quality of life and 
economic development. In addition to aesthetic 
HUK�YLJYLH[PVUHS�ILULÄ[Z��WHYRZ�HSZV�WYV]PKL�WVZ-
P[P]L�ÄUHUJPHS�PTWHJ[�I`�LUOHUJPUN�WYVWLY[`�]HS-
\LZ��PUJYLHZPUN�T\UPJPWHS�YL]LU\L��HUK�H[[YHJ[PUN�
I\ZPULZZLZ��OVTLI\`LYZ��]PZP[VYZ��HUK�YL[PYLLZ�¹��
MYVT�[OL�9LHSPaL�)YHKLU[VU�^LIZP[L

URBAN DESIGN BEST PRACTICES cont’d...

 1

 2

 3

 4

Seating With Sun-Shading Along the Bradenton Riverwalk 
Create Cool Places for Pause and Social Interaction. (5+6) 

 5  6

 8

 7

 3

Seating Along the Bradenton Riverwalk

Sunshade Structures 
Along the Riverwalk

Sunshade Structures and Tree Canopies Along the Bradenton Riverwalk 
9LK\JL�[OL�/LH[�0ZSHUK�,ɈLJ[��7YVK\JPUN�*VVSLY�7\ISPJ�:WHJLZ�MVY�:VJPHS�
Interaction. Softened Shoreline Landscapes Restore Natural Habitats, in
(KKP[PVU�[V�4P[PNH[PUN�:[VYT�>H[LY�Y\U�VɈ�HUK�<YIHU�-SVVKPUN�

A New Skateboard Park Located Under the Existing Bridge/
Highway Infrastructure on the Site Crossing Over the Bradenton 
Riverwalk Creates Vibrant Urbanism Through the Reclamation
of Intersticial and Unused Space. (7+8)     
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE AND STREETS 
Providing ecological services and creating inter-
active social spaces

Great Green Streets, Portland, Oregon and 
Seattle, Washington

The cities of Portland, Oregon and Seattle, Washington, have 
been leaders in the US in the integration of green infrastruc-
ture within their streets and the public rights of way.  This has 
included the “skinnying of streets” or the reclamation of gray 
infrastructure in favor of green or landscape infrastructure.  
That is, less sidewalk and more plantings.

:^HSLZ�� IPV�Z^HSLZ� HUK� YHPU� NHYKLUZ� UH[\YHSS`� ÄS[LY� Z[VYT�
^H[LY�Y\U�VɈ��HZ�^LSS�HZ�TP[PNH[PUN�]VS\TLZ�VM�\YIHU�ÅVVK-
ing.  These also dual as spaces for social interaction, engag-
ing pedestrianism by the creation of healthy and walkable 
communities.

The Village Tapestry Weaves Connections 
over Time

“The Village of the Arts project is broad in 
scope, involving artists, residents, property 
owners, merchants and businesses in a vi-
sioning process designed to come up with 
physical improvements, cultural vibrancy, and 
economic strength in the 42-acre neighbor-
hood.”  
Bradenton Herald Editorial, January 3, 2013

Tapestry is the visual metaphor for the Plan to Act 
Project. The strength and beauty of tapestry fabric 
is derived from interlaced threads, the warp and the 
weft; the successful sustainability of this project is 
dependent on an intricate combination of actions 
over time by a diverse group of stakeholders and 
partners.

The key elements of the Tapestry include:

•Water – Nature: green streets  
•Connectivity: public transportation, waterways, and 
bike paths  
•Design  
•Activating Spaces: existing and new
•Corridors: 9th and 14th Streets 
•Coordinate 
•Investigate

Exampes of Green Infrastructure and Streets in Portland, Oregon and Seat-
tle, Washington. Water Management through Swales.

URBAN DESIGN BEST PRACTICES cont’d... SYNTHESIS AND PRINCIPLES
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The Village of the Arts Study Area-
Bradenton as a Strategic Regional Connector

This urban design and planning study, began by ex-
amining the project site across a spectrum of urban 
scales.   At the scale of the region, Bradenton oc-
cupies a strategic geographic location.  It is located 
in-between the Tampa-St. Petersburg metropolitan 
areas and Sarasota.  The 14th St. Corridor, Highway 
41, along the west edge of the Village of the Arts, is 
part of the historic Tamiami Trail highway system.The 
Tamiami Trail makes its way through the Everglades, 
connecting the two major cities of Florida, Tampa 
and Miami, together.  It also serves as a gateway to 
and from Bradenton, to and from Southwest Florida. 

Previous long-range regional planning studies by 
regional agencies have examined the possibility of 
a regional water-based water taxi system connect-
ing these major hubs together, including Bradenton.  
The study area is bordered one block to the north by 
Manatee Ave., which connects to the west to Anna 
Maria Island and the beginning of the series of keys 
and barrier islands leading to the south.  The area is 
served by both the Tampa, as well as the Braden-
ton-Sarasota International Airports.

The strategic geographic location of Bradenton and 
the study, positions Bradenton and the immediate 
study area in an opportune position to leverage ex-
PZ[PUN�[V\YPZT�KVSSHYZ���0[�JHU�HSZV�ILULÄ[�MYVT�L_PZ[-
ing cultural and infrastructural investment, serving to 
strengthen the area as a tourist destination, in addi-
tion to appealing to those considering home owner-
ship or considering retiring in Bradenton.

Birds-Eye Aerial View of Bradenton Looking South Over the City of Bradenton 
From the Manatee River

The Village of the Arts project study area located in the center top of the image delinated 
by green.

THE URBAN DESIGN PLAN

Map of the Bradenton and its Surrounding Region
Bradenton occupies a strategic geographic location
within its larger region.
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Land Use Plan, Village of the Arts, 
The City of Bradenton

LEGEND-LAND USE 
COLOR KEY

CIVIC

OPEN SPACE/
PARK

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL- RESTAURANTS AND SHOPS

This land use map shows the current land use for the Village of the Arts 
�=6;(���;OL�WYPUJPWHS�JVYYPKVYZ�HSVUN�=6;(»Z�LKNLZ�OH]L�H�SHUK�\ZL��^OPJO�
is primarily that of commercial and of low to medium density.  These corri-
dors include:  MLK (9th Ave.) to the north; the 14th St. corridor to the west, 
and the 9th St. corridor to the east.  The 14th St. corridor shows a patch-
work of vacant lots or empty lots without buildings on them.  Our design 
proposal frames these empty and vacant lots as opportunities for urban in-
tervention.  In particular, is the 2.6-acre site currently owned by the DDA and 
the city of Bradenton which is located on the east side of 14th St. and to the 
ZV\[O�VM���[O�(]L���;OPZ�OHZ�ILLU�PKLU[PÄLK�PU�V\Y�\YIHU�KLZPNU�WYVWVZHS��HZ�
a major opportunity for an intervention, which can have a positive catalyst 
for the whole area.  Within the Village of the Arts, the principal land use is 
that of single residential, restaurants and shops. The architectural fabric of 
the Village, is predominantly that of single story vernacular style bungalows 
from the 1920ies.  There are some exceptions to this where later styles of 
housing have since been built on some lots.  Many of the residential hous-
es, predominantly within the North Village, have been converted by their 
owners into gallery spaces.  Some of the owners also live in these spaces 
(live-work), while others have houses elsewhere. Many who have converted 
their residences into galleries, also have secondary smaller structures in 
their backyards, which serve as smaller and secondary galleries.  These are 
only accessible to the public from either side yards or walking through their 
house.  

The second mapping to the far right, shows the locations of galleries within 
the Village. The highest concentration of galleries, as indicated in red, is cur-
rently in the North Village and where the urban design study was primarily 
focused.  The green color shows an open-space, which is privately owned 
but used periodically by the Village as a common space for events.

Land Use Plan, Village of the Arts

Existing Village Figure Ground
With Galleries, Restaurants and Shops 

•EXISTING GALLERIES ARE INDICATED IN RED

•EXISTING COMMON AREA FOR TEMPORARY EVENTS
  IS INDICATED IN GREEN

Images from the Village 
of the Arts

Galleries From the Street Gallery From the Street

Back of Gallery With Secondary Garden Gallery Garden in Rear of Gallery

Gallery From the StreetSecondary Garden Galleries
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Water Nature: Green Streets Proposal

Green infrastructure is proposed as a viable urban design strategy which can serve as the physical and social connective tissue 
^P[OPU�[OL�=PSSHNL�VM�[OL�(Y[Z���)HZLK�VU�HU�HUHS`ZPZ�VM�[OL�=6;(»Z�Z[YLL[�UL[^VYR��[OL�WYVWVZHS�YLJVTTLUKZ�YLJSHPTPUN�WHY[Z�VM�
gray road infrastructure.  This will create “bumpouts” at the street intersections which can serve as rain gardens.  “Skinnying” 
the streets will create opportunities for swales along the streets.  These bumpout areas dual both as functioning landscape in-
MYHZ[Y\J[\YL�YHPU�NHYKLUZ�TP[PNH[PUN�HUK�HSSL]PH[PUN�Z[VYT�^H[LY�Y\U�VɈ�^OPSL�H[�[OL�ZHTL�[PTL�HZ�JYLH[PUN�WSHJLZ�MVY�ZVJPHS�PU[LY-
HJ[PVU���<YIHU�ÅVVKPUN�OHZ�ILLU�JP[LK�I`�[OL�=6;(�YLZPKLU[Z�HZ�H�ZPNUPÄJHU[�PZZ\L��WHY[PJ\SHYS`�PU�[OL�<WWLY�5VY[O�=PSSHNL���;OL�
PU[YVK\J[PVU�VM�[OPZ�¸ZVM[¹�SHUKZJHWL�PUMYHZ[Y\J[\YL�HSVUN�[OL�Z[YLL[�YLHST��JHU�HJ[�HZ�ÄS[YH[PVU�KL]PJLZ�MVY�[OL�Z[VYT^H[LY�Y\U�VɈ��
providing possible alternatives to more costly culverts.  The current width of the streets do not permit simultaneous two-lane traf-
ÄJ�HZ�^LSS�HZ�WHYRPUN���(�[YHɉJ�UL[^VYR�^P[O�H�Z`Z[LT�VM�VUL�^H`�Z[YLL[Z�Y\UUPUN�LHZ[�^LZ[�^P[O�WHYHSSLS�WHYRPUN�^V\SK�HSSV^�MVY�
[OLZL�¸ZRPUU`PLK¹�Z[YLL[Z�VY�MH[[LULK�ZPKL^HSRZ����;OPZ�LɈLJ[P]LS`�YLJSHPTZ�NYH`�ZWHJL�[V�[OL�W\ISPJ�YLHST���;OPZ�PZ�WVYVWVZLK�MVY�
[OL�SLUN[O�VM�;̂ LSM[O�:[��^P[OPU�[OL�=6;(�^OPJO�PZ�PUKLU[PÄLK�HZ�[OL�WYPTHY`�THPU�UVY[O�ZV\[O�Y\UUPUN�Z[YLL[�MVY�[OL�5VY[O�=PSSHNL���
;OLYL�L_PZ[�THU`�]PHISL�WYLJLKLU[Z�LUNHNPUN�[OLZL�Z[YH[LNPLZ�Z\JO�HZ�7VY[SHUK�HUK�:LH[[SL»Z�¸.YLH[�.YLLU�:[YLL[Z¹�WYVQLJ[Z�
implemented by those cities

Back Alley Urbanism

The second design component of the “water nature green streets” design concept, is the creation of a series of pedestrian con-
nections that occur in the back alley ways of the VOTA.  Several of the VOTA residents have wonderful gardens located in the 
backyards of their galleries, which are currently only accessible during an annual VOTA garden walk, or in certain openings which 
give gallery goers access to these back yard spaces.  These often have smaller secondary structures used for galleries at the rear 
VM�[OLPY�SV[Z���;OL�NYLLU�IHJR�HSSL`�JVUJLW[�^V\SK�JYLH[L�HU�¸VɈ�YVHK¹�ZLYPLZ�VM�WLKLZ[YPHU�JVUULJ[PVUZ�[V�[OLZL���(KKP[PVUHSS �̀�
this green infrastructure could include a series of functionning bio-swales which contribute to mitigating and cleaning stormwater 
Y\U�VɈ���;OL�ÄYZ[�WOHZL�VM�[OPZ�PTWSLTLU[H[PVU�JV\SK�PUJS\KL�H�ZLYPLZ�VM�WPSV[�YHPU�NHYKLU�WYVQLJ[Z�MVY�PU[LYLZ[LK�YLZPKLU[Z���7YVW-
erty owners and residents having side alleys and back alleyways immediately adjacent to their properties, could have control 
V]LY�THUHNPUN�W\ISPJ�HJJLZZ�[V�[OLZL�HSSL`^H`Z�[OYV\NO�[OL�\ZL�VM�RL`LK�NH[LZ�H[�HSS�LU[Y`�WVPU[Z���;OLZL�VɈ�YVHK�SHUL^H`Z�
can also serve to give access to the secondary gallery structures located in backyards.  These iconic “sheds” in the vernacular 
HYJOP[LJ[\YHS�Z[`SL�^OPJO�KLÄULZ�[OL�=6;(�JHU�UV^�IL�HJJLZZLK�MYVT�UL^�ZPKL�HUK�YLHY�SHUL^H`Z���+LZPNU�N\PKLSPULZ�ZOV\SK�IL�
adopted for these rear gallery structures in order to maintain the existing vernacular architectural character of the existing Village 
VM�[OL�(Y[Z���(Z�Z[H[LK�HIV]L��̂ H[LY�HUK�ÄS[YH[PVU�JVSSLJ[PVU�Z`Z[LTZ�JHU�HSZV�IL�PU[LNYH[LK�PU[V�WLKLZ[YPHU�̂ HSR^H`Z�̂ OPJO�TPNO[�
HSZV�JVUULJ[�[V�^H[LY�MLH[\YLZ�PU�IHJR`HYKZ���;OPZ�^H[LY�JVSSLJ[PVU�Z`Z[LT�JVU[YPI\[LZ�[V�TP[PNH[PUN�[OL�\YIHU�ÅVVKPUN�PZZ\L��

Short Term
1-2 Years

•Seminars Explore Green Solutions 
•Pilot Rain Gardens
•Find funding, short and long-term 

Mid Term
2-4 Years

•Ongoing Sessions
•Test Skinny Streets and Bumpouts
•Expand Based on Results
•Flooding Problem Solved

Long Term
4+  Years

•Continue to Pilot, Test and Execute Projects that “Work” and Create National Models
•Expand Based on Results
•Flooding Problem Solved

Water Nature: Green Streets Proposal
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Proposed Green Street Development

Proposed Main Connectors + Gateways Proposed Green Streets

Our proposed master plan illustrates in this image, the concept of 
YLJSHPTPUN�ZVTL�WHY[Z�VM�[OL�=PSSHNL»Z�L_PZ[PUN�Z[YLL[ZJHWL��NYH`�
infrastructure), and transforming it into green infrastructure.  In 
other words, by decreasing the amount of existing street space 
through the skinnying of streets in the Village, there will be more 
space made available for green infrastructure, including pedestri-
an sidewalks.

This image shows the proposal for the North Village, which was 
the focus area for the master plan.  The width of the existing east-
west running streets through the North Village is not enough to 
HSSV^�MVY�[^V�KPYLJ[PVUHS�[YHɉJ�VJJ\YYPUN�H[�[OL�ZHTL�[PTL�HSVUN�
them with the parallel parking also occurring along them.  Our 
ZJOLTL�WYVWVZLZ�[V�V]LYSH`�H�VUL�^H`�[YHɉJ�JPYJ\SH[PVU�Z`Z[LT�
along these east-west running streets in the Village, which alter-
nate direction.  This will allow the sidewalks to become wider, as 
well permitting rain gardens and swales to run alongside them.

This creates spaces for social interaction, at the same time as 
HJ[PUN�HZ�H�ÄS[YH[PVU�KL]PJL�HUK�TP[PNH[PUN�Z[VYT�^H[LY� Y\U�VɈ��
PU�VYKLY� [V�HSSL]PH[L� [OL� PZZ\L�VM�\YIHU�ÅVVKPUN�J\YYLU[S`�L_WL-
rienced by the North Village.  Twelfth St., the main north-south 
running spine through the North Village, is proposed to remain 
two-directional.  Bumpouts are created at all of the major street 
intersections within the Village, which then become locations for 
YHPU�NHYKLUZ��WSHJLZ�MVY�^H`�ÄUKPUN�ZPNUHNL��HZ�^LSS�HZ�V\[KVVY�
street furniture and lighting.  It is proposed the this same green 
infrastructure streetscape treatment of rain gardens at bumpouts, 
as well as swales be implemented along the east side of the 14th 
Street corridor, as well as the west side of the 9th Street corridor, 
both bordering the Village of the Arts.

Water Nature: Green Streets Proposal Water Nature: Green Streets Proposal
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Connectivity

Circulation Loop-Alternative Transportation Systems

The VOTA Urban Masterplan proposes looking at alternative transportation 
systems which an reduce current automobile use.  The plan has described 
the strategic geographic position of Bradenton within the context of the larger 
region.  Enhanced alternative transportation systems such as pedestrian and 
bicycle routes, can at once act as healthy alternative modes of mobility, at 
the same time as promoting sustainable, healthy and walkable communities.  
It can also serve as an incentive for tourists to spend longer periods of time 
PU�)YHKLU[VU��HZ�^LSS� HZ�JYLH[PUN�H� ZPNUPÄJHU[� [V\YPZ[�KLZ[PUH[PVU�� �;V\YPZ[Z�
have incentives to spend longer in Bradenton, experiencing numerous events 
and activities at a slower pace by foot, bike or even pedi-cab.  An alternative 
[YHUZWVY[H[PVU� Z`Z[LT�JHU� HSZV� JVU[YPI\[L� [V� HSSL]PH[PUN� [OL� [YHɉJ�JVUNLZ-
tion and parking problems currently experienced by the Village of the Arts at 
openings.  Proposed systems include, as described in diagrams:

•a dedicated trolley system loop
•a pedi-cab route 
•a bike swipe/share system
•pedestrian systems

This could include a system with multiple bike share/swipe stations occurring 
along both the length of the existing Bradenton Riverwalk connected with the 
M\[\YL�>HYL»Z�*YLLR�VWLU�ZWHJL�Z`Z[LT���;OLZL�Z`Z[LTZ�JHU�ILNPU�[V�JVU-
nect with designated bike share/swipe centers located around the Village of 
the Art and McKechnie Field.  This bicylce route would be overlaid with ap-
propriate bicyle system infrastructure, including sharrow symbols painted on 
[OL�YVHK^H`Z���ZOHYLK�WYPVYP[`�IPRL�SHULZ�^P[O�]LOPJ\SHY�[YHɉJ��

Proposed Bike Swipes (Shares) 

Pedi-Cab Example

CONNECTIVITY LEGEND

PROPOSED TROLLEY LINE EXTENSION

Proposed Bike Path System Including Bike Swaps/Shares 
With Connections from/to the Village of the Arts to Existing 
Open-Space Systems in Bradenton

PILOT TROLLEY LINE

PROPSED BIKE PATH

PROPSED BIKE SWAP/SHARE

PARKING

Bradenton Riverwalk

Ware’s Creek

Proposed open-
space system 
along 
Ware’s Creek
Creek

2.6 Acre
Programmed
Site McKechnie Field

Village
Commons

Pop-Up
Urbanism
Space

VOTA

Connectivity



| 34 | | 35 |

Connectivity

Short Term
1-2 Years

•Promote Circulation Loop
•Start Parking Planning
•Connect Transportation Options 

Mid Term
2-4 Years

•Institute Transportation Solutions
•Institute Parking System

Long Term
4+  Years

•Greater Connectivity to VOTA via Transportation and
  Park Systems

Proposed Bicyle Route Within Larger 
Bradenton Context

¸)PRL� :OHYPUN� [HRLZ� V]LY� (TLYPJH¹� from article in Wired 
Magazine, 10/25/2012
http://www.wired.com/autopia/2012/10/bike-share/

Proposed Trolley Line Plan

CONNECTIVITY LEGEND
PILOT TROLLEY LINE
PROSPOSED TROLLEY LINE

PROPOSED BIKE PATH

PROPSED BIKE SWAP/SHARE

PARKING Proposed Parking Plan

Connectivity
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Design

“People do not know we are back here.” 
Comment from VOTA resident during community outreach session. 

During the community outreach and charrettes for the Village of the Arts masterplanning process, 
ZVTL�VM�[OL�PZZ\LZ�PKLU[PÄLK�I`�=6;(�I\ZPULZZ�V^ULYZ�HUK�YLZPKLU[Z�̂ LYL�[OVZL�VM�Z\ɈLYLPUN�MYVT�
a lack of visibility from the major corridors at its edges, including the 9th and 14th Street Corridors. 
One of the major urban design strategies from the water nature section included bumpouts at most 
of the street intersections.  These bumpouts, in addition to providing space for rain gardens are 
also proposed as locations for VOTA gateway signage.  These could be located at each street inter-
section enterring into the Village of the Arts from: the North boundary MLK (9th Ave.); the East and 
West boundaries of  9th and 14th Street Corridors respectively; the South boundary of 17th Ave.

The Village of the Arts Overlay District

The Village of the Arts has been designated as an overlay district.  A proposed design pattern book 
will support this overlay district through establishing consistent design guilelines and strategies 
implemented as part of the urban design proposal.  The proposed design pattern book includes 
designs for street furniture, iconic gateway signage, lighting and landscaping, in addition to paving 
patterns and sewer covers.  

;OL�VIQLJ[P]L�PZ�[V�OH]L�[OL�=PSSHNL�VM�[OL�(Y[Z�IL�PKLU[PÄLK�I`�IV[O�P[Z�WH[YVUZ�HUK�]PZP[VYZ�HZ�H�
distinguishable district from its physical edges and boundaries, in addition to complementing their 
HJ[\HS�L_WLYPLUJL�^HSRPUN�^P[OPU�[OL�=6;(���;OLZL�KLZPNU�Z[YH[LNPLZ�^PSS�HSZV�HJ[�HZ�^H`�ÄUKPUN�
devices.  

;OL�=6;(�J\YYLU[S`�Z\ɈLYZ�MYVT�H�SHJR�VM�JLU[LY��^OPJO�THRLZ�P[�H�JOHSSLUNL�MVY�WH[YVUZ�UH]PNH[PUN�
and frequenting the galleries and businesses within it.  These infrastructural improvements and 
design interventions within the public realm of the VOTA, can serve to orient those visiting it.  Addi-
tionally, an ambient environment of pedestrianism walkability through complete streets is created.  
This will act as a catalyst for visitors to want to experience a larger area of the VIllage of the Arts, 
Z\IZLX\LU[S`�ZWLUKPUN�TVYL�[PTL�WH[YVUPaPUN�[OL�NHSSLYPLZ�HUK�I\ZPULZZLZ�^P[OPU�[OL�=PSSHNL���;OPZ�
^PSS�HSZV�JYLH[L�OPNOLY�]PZPIPSP[`�MYVT�[OL�=6;(»Z�LKNLZ�HUK�IV\UKHYPLZ��H[[YHJ[PUN�TVYL�]PZP[VYZ�[V�
come to experience the VOTA.

Proposed Main Connectors + Gate-
ways

Proposed Village Gateways Located at Bumpouts at Intersections

Design
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Short Term
1-2 Years

•Look at Overlay District
•Gateway Signage Prototype
•Consider a Pattern Book
•Back Alley prototype

Mid Term
2-4 Years

�=PSSHNL�+PZ[PUJ[P]LULZZ�(TWSPÄLK
•Implement Gateways
•Expand Based on Results

Long Term
4+  Years

�4VYL�[YHɉJ�PU[V�=6;(
•Visibility Attracts new Business and Visitors

The Village Tapestry-
Overlaid Green open-space 
system

This image illustrates the 
green streets design propos-
al already described on page 
34 of this report, overlaid with 
proposed urban spaces which 
HYL� PKLU[PÄLK� HZ� ]HJHU[� SV[Z�
or parcels of opportunity that 
are changed into urban park 
spaces.  When combined 
together, these become an 
¸VɈ�YVHK¹� WLKLZ[YPHU� Z`Z[LT�
of green walkways and park 
spaces with complete urban 
programming and events.
higher visibility from the VO-
;(»Z� LKNLZ� HUK� IV\UKHYPLZ��
attracting more visitors to 
come to experience the VOTA. The Village Tapestry-Proposed Water Management System (image above)

This image illustrates the green streets design proposal already described on 
page 34 of this report, overlaid with a proposed water channel system in the 
VOTA.  This “blue system” would be part of a neighborhood-wide rain gar-
den project initiative occurring at the scale of the lot, block and neighborhood, 
which would collect water from the lawns of residences and galleries (there al-
ready exist numerous water features in back lawns) and have it become part of 
“green and blue system” solution. This will serve as a landscape infrastructure 
ZVS\[PVU�MVY�IV[O�ÄS[LYPUN�HUK�TP[PNH[PUN�Z[VYT�^H[LY�Y\UVɈ��HZ�[OL�ZHTL�[PTL�HZ�
place-making and creating space for social interaction.

DesignDesign
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The Village Tapestry-
Proposed Phased block + garden development

These diagrams illustrate one of our green urban strategies, which pro-
pose the creation of an interconnected system of backyard gardens, as 
well as side and rear alleyways.  These diagrams demonstrate how this 
green system can be achieved by phasing, over time.  The concept is 
shown here at the scale of one block, although it can be implemented 
incrementally over time to occupy many blocks.  This agglomeration of 
a green block system can ultimately then be connected to each other, 
JYLH[PUN�H�SHYNLY�HUK�TVYL�L_WHUZP]L�¸VɈ�YVHK�NYLLU�=PSSHNL�WLKLZ[YP-
an system.”

;OL�Z[YH[LN`� PZ�ÅL_PISL�HUK� PZ�HISL� [V�^VYR�^P[OPU� [OL�WHYHTL[LYZ�VM�
the existing conditions and does not need full neighborhood or block 
participation in order to be successful.  Upon analysis of old maps of 
the area, a number of back alleyways were shown.  One can surmise 
that these have either been vacated over time, or that they do no lon-
NLY�L_PZ[���;OL�PUMVYTHS�HJ[P]P[PLZ�VM�=6;(�NHYKLU�[V\YZ�HUK�HY[PZ[»Z�HS-
SV^PUN�[OL�W\ISPJ�PU[V�[OLPY�IHJR�NHYKLUZ��HUK�L]LU�ZLJVUKHY`�HY[PZ[»Z�
NHSSLYPLZ�PU�[OL�IHJR��Z\WWVY[�[OL�WVZZPIPSP[`�VM�H�TVYL�MVYTHSPaLK�KL-
sign strategy which would re-create or “re-vacate” these alleyways, in 
addition to the implementation of new ones.  These green systems can 
HSZV�IL�V]LYSHPK�^P[O�IS\L�^H[LY�Z`Z[LTZ��^OPJO�JHU�ÄS[LY�HUK�TP[PNH[L�
Z[VYT�^H[LY�Y\U�VɈ��^OPSL�H[�[OL�ZHTL�[PTL�HZ�JYLH[PUN�WSHJL�THRPUN�

This system of incremental green spaces and pathways phased over 
time can become a vital green pedestrian system, while at the same 
time as bringing the Village garden DNA into the center and “public” 
street realm of the Village of the Arts.

Proposed Phased Block + Garden Development 
Phased Over Time 

The Dancing Crane Gallery, Existing + Proposed Phased Gallery Typology

Design Design
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Exisitng Village Figure Ground-Galleries 

Proposed Phased Back and Side 
Alleyway Development

Proposed Back Alleyway Galleries 

Exisitng Village Figure Ground
The Village Tapestry-Green Alleyways and Backyard Secondary Galleries
These images depict a mapping of both the existing galleries in the Village of 
the Arts (depicted in red), as well as a mapping of those galleries in the North 
Village focus area with secondary mappings located at the rear of their back-
yards. (depicted in brown)

The diagrams, “Proposed Phased Back and Side Alleyway Development” 
(right) illustrate how green alleyways, rear and side, can be integrated and 
overlaid onto the existing typical block structure of the Village of the Arts.  
;OPZ��PU�[\YU��JYLH[LZ�HU�¸VɈ�YVHK¹�NYLLU�WLKLZ[YPHU�Z`Z[LT�^OPJO�JHU�LɈLJ-
tively link the front streets and sidewalks to backyard gardens and secondary 
art galleries.  

With the successful activation of this green 
pedestrian system through new and reclaimed 
alleyways, these secondary rear galleries also 
have the potential to have new entrances di-
rectly from the alleyways, creating new forms 
of urbanism for the Village of the Arts.

DesignDesign
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This image illustrates the proposed block design, with its rear and side alleyway green 
infrastructure, which connects to the infrastructure of the street.  Purple program icons show the proposed urban pro-
gramming which can take part in these spaces.  Green environmental icons show the ecological services that these urban 
strategies can also provide. 

This system of incremental green spaces and pathways phased over time can become a vital green pedestrian system, 
while at the same time as bringing the Village garden DNA into the center and “public” street realm of the Village of the Arts.

The Village Tapestry- Proposed Phased Block + Garden Development Phased Over Time With Proposed Urban Pro-
gramming and Ecological Services-Red color represents Backyard Garden Galleries.  

DesignDesign
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Activate Spaces

;OPZ�KLZPNU�Z[YH[LN`�PKLU[PÄLZ�H�ZLYPLZ�VM�SVJH[PVUZ�HJYVZZ�[OL�=6;(�^OPJO�JHU�ZLY]L�
as venues for “pop-up” urbanism events.  These events might include festivals, farm-
LYZ»�THYRL[Z��V\[KVVY�NHSSLYPLZ��ÄST�L]LU[Z��WYLZLU[H[PVUZ��WYVQLJ[PVUZ��[OLH[LY��L[J�

;OLZL�ZWHJLZ�JHU�IL� PKLU[PÄLK�HZ�WVZZPISL�WYVWLY[PLZ�[V�\ZL�MVY�WVW�\W�\YIHUPZT���
They might already exist as community gathering spaces, or other sites might be 
purchased and then transformed.  These might include: abandoned spaces; derelict 
spaces; interstitial spaces; foreclosed lots or parking areas with little use which can 
OH]L�KPɈLYLU[�WYVNYHTZ�V]LYSHPK�VU[V�[OLT���;OPZ�JHU�HSZV�PUJS\KL�KLZPNUH[PUN�JLY[HPU�
operating streets which might be closed down for a festival or art event.  

;OL�JVVYKPUH[PVU�VM�[OPZ�JHU�IL�KVUL�^P[O�JP[`�HNLUJPLZ��9LHSPaL�)YHKLU[VU��HUK�=6;(�
groups currently active in programming events for the city as well as the VOTA.  

The positive impact will be to operate these sites as major placeholders for programs 
and community events.  Their physical design should also be overlaid and coordinated 
with the other proposed urban design systems as part of this study.  These include 
the proposed alternative transportation routes (bicycle, pedestrian, pedi-bike, etc.) as 
well as the bike share/swipe stations,  green alleys and watercollection systems, etc.  
The urban design study includes a proposed kit of parts including designs for furni-
[\YL�� SPNO[PUN�HUK�ZPNUHNL�ZWLJPÄJHSS`� MVY� [OLZL�WVW�\W�\YIHU�ZWHJLZ�^P[O�WVZZPISL�
ÅL_PISL�HUK�TV]HISL�ZWH[PHS�JVUÄN\YH[PVUZ���

Proposed Phased Garden + Event Space 
Development

Activate Spaces
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•Event spaces-programmed pocket parks
•Reclaiming “leftover” interstitial spaces
�,]LU[�ZWHJLZ�KLZPNULK�^P[O�[OL�ÅL_PIPSP[`�MVY�
��HJJVTTVKH[PUN�KPɈLYLU[�WYVNYHTZ
•“Pop-Up” urban events
•Flexible space for arts and temporary urban events
•“Pop-up” urbanism
�(Y[Z�THYRL[Z��MHYTLYZ»�THYRL[Z��WPJUPJZ��`VNH�VU�����
  the lawn….
•Linked to green garden systems through pavers
���[YHɉJ�JHSTPUN�HUK�WLKLZ[YPHU�aVUL������������
•“Sharrows” shared bike lanes with cars
•Event spaces linked through back and side 
  alley pedestrian green systems    
           
These spaces will serve to invigorate the district,   
creating greater vitality to increase economic
growth.  

Existing “Village Commons” 

Proposed “Village Commons” Event Space

Proposed “Village Commons” 

Activate SpacesActivate Spaces
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Short Term
1-2 Years

•Workshops
�+LÄUL�*VVYKPUH[L�,]LU[Z
•Do Pop-Up Urbanism Pilots
•Identify Properties to Use/Purchase

Mid Term
2-4 Years

•Ongoing Sessions
•Ongoing Events
•Ongoing Pop-ups
•Activate Properties positively

Long Term
4+  Years

•More Vitality to Increase Economic Growth

Existing Activities Occurring During Gallery Openings
The Village Tapestry-see page 38 for description

Activate SpacesActivate Spaces
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Proposed 12th Street West “Village Commons” Proposed 12th Street West “Village Commons”

Activate SpacesActivate Spaces
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Proposed Active Spaces Connect to the Village Tapestry

Proposed Active Spaces and Village Gateways Connect to the Village Tapestry

Proposed “Plug and Play Pop-Up Urbanism” 

The Village Tapestry-
Connecting Active Spaces to the Village Tapestry

These images illustrate the proposed overlaid green 
infrastructure system, consisting of rain gardens, 
sidewalk swales, bumpouts and green alleyways 
connected to gardens across the Village of the Arts.

Also shown is how this green system can connect to 
various “plug and play”  lots.  These can be empty 
lots, under-used parking lots or foreclosed lots ac-
quired at low cost which can be transformed into 
urban programs with “pop-up urbanism” which can 
PUJS\KL�VUNVPUN�KPɈLYLU[�\YIHU�WYVNYHTZ�HUK�L]LU[Z�

The proposed blue systems from gallery yards and 
gardens running along alleyways and swale infra-
structure can also culminate in artist designed water 
features in these “plug and play” and “pop-up urban” 
spaces.  

Finally, entire system the pestrian green can connect 
to the Village gateways which are located at the ma-
jor intersections into the Village from its corridors at 
bumpouts.

Village Gateways
(in red)

Village Gateways
(in red)

“Plug and Play 
  Pop-up Urbanism 
  spaces”

Green Infrastructure system
•Raingardens
•Swales
•Green alleyways 

Blue Infrastructure system
•Raingardens
•Waterways and Channels
•Special Water features

Activate SpacesActivate Spaces
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The Village Tapestry-
“Kit of Parts”  

This diagram  describes a proposed “kit of 
parts”, which consists of  urban designs for 
street furniture, lighting and signage.  These 
designs can, in turn, be inserted into “plug 
and play” spaces located across the Village.  
Again, these “plug and play spaces” can be 
dedicated lots used for ongoing program-
ming, special events and pop-up urbanism.  
This “kit of parts” can also be deployed in 
streets, which can be temporarily closed 
for urban events.  The designs of this “kit of 
parts” can be supported through a design 
WH[[LYU�IVVR�ZWLJPÄJ� [V� [OL�V]LYSH`�KPZ[YPJ[�
for the Village of the Arts.

;OLZL�KPHNYHTZ�PSS\Z[YH[L�WVZZPISL�KPɈLYLU[
layouts for the “kit of parts.”

Activate SpacesActivate Spaces
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The Village Tapestry-“Kit of Parts”  

Proposed Design for Seating and Benches Proposed Design for Street Furniture 

Planters                             Trash Receptacles                            
                       Benches and Seating Design                        

Activate SpacesActivate Spaces
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Proposed Design for Lighting and Street Fixtures Proposed Design for Moveable Art Display Walls
Lighting Fixtures                     >H`ÄUKPUN�-P_[\YLZ��:[YLL[�:PNUHNL�HUK�*VTT\UP[`�5V[PJLIVHYKZ�                     

The Village Tapestry-“Kit of Parts”  
Proposed Design for Seating and Benches

Activate SpacesActivate Spaces
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Existing Building and Program Typologies Along the 9th St. Corridor 
The Motorworks Brewery, Bradenton Florida

Proposed 9th St. Corridor West Side Typical Building and Lot Typology Connection 

Proposed 9th Street Brewery Typology.  Activating the Street + Village Edge of the 9th St. Corridor West Side

The urban design proposal includes The Motorworks Brewery as an example of repur-
porsing and the adaptive re-use of the existing mechanics buildings along the 14th Street 
Corridor.

Corridors: 9th & 4thCorridors: 9th & 4th

Short Term
1-2 Years

�0U[LYMHJL�^P[O�,_PZ[PUN�,ɈVY[Z
•Look at Overlay Distric
�+LÄUL�6W[PVUZ�MVY�*H[HS`[PJ�7YVQLJ[�VU���[O�:[�

Mid Term
2-4 Years

•Change Overlay District as Appropriate
•Start BIG Project with public-private partnerships

Long Term
4+  Years

•Transformations Resulting in Greater Vitality for 14th Street
  CRA and VOTA
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Proposed Motorworks Brewery

Proposed Gathering Space Typology along 9th St. Corridor connecting to the VOTA
This is an image depicting the proposed design guidelines for open spaces along the west side of the Ninth Street Corri-
dor which borders the east side of the Village of the Arts.  This open space is part of the Motorworks Brewery proposed 
adaptive re-use project.  The design strategy demonstrates how outdoor patio spaces for the building typologies along the 
Ninth St. corridor can be designed and treated in order to contribute to the overall pedestrian urban experience moving to 
and from the Village from its boundaries and edges.  These serve to create porous pedestrian connections as well a social 
interaction by requiring pathways connecting the Ninth St. Corridor sidewalk to the Village of the Arts to the west of it.

Porous connection
Open Space design

Village of the Arts

Ninth Street Corridor

McKechnie Field

Corridors: 9th & 4thCorridors: 9th & 4th
Village of the Arts Edge Corridors- 9th and 14th Streets

;OL�WYVWVZLK�<YIHU�+LZPNU�4HZ[LYWSHU�PKLU[PÄLZ�H�ZLYPLZ�VM�KL-
sign guidelines for the building and lot typologies along the west 
side of the 9th St. Corridor.  Proposed design strategies include 
[OL�(YJOP[LJ[\YHS�YLOHIPSSP[H[PVU�VM�L_PZ[PUN�TLJOHUPJ»Z�ZOVWZ�PU[V�
bars, cafes and restaurants.

Characteristics of design typologies:

•“Porous” pedestrian access through the block from 9th to
   the VOTA, providing “stitches” from 9th St. “Entertainment
   Corridor” to the VOTA
•The Motorworks Brewery as a precedent
•McKechnie Field as a south-eastern anchor to the 9th St. 
  entertainment Corridor
�:[YLL[�[YLH[TLU[�PUJS\PKUN�M\[\YL�^H`�ÄUKPUN�ZPNUHNL��
  street furniture and landscaping per the Village of the   
  Arts District design guidelines pattern book.   
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Downtown Bradenton-
Old Main Street Pedestrian Spine

With its vibrant restaurant, cafe, and bar culture-
)YHKLU[VU»Z�6SK�4HPU�:[YLL[�ZWPUL�ZLY]LZ�HZ�
an appropriate local, historical, contextual and 
successful precedent for proposed typical 
building and lot typologies along the 
redevelopped 9th St. West side Corridor 
located along the east edge of the Village of the 
Arts Overlay District. 

Exsiting 2.6 Acre Vacant Site Bordered by the 14th St. Corridor

Existing Bradenton Vernacular Architectural and Urban Typologies
Downtown Bradenton-Old Main Street Pedestrian Spine

Proposed Design Guidelines for 2.6-acre site 

Design _14th St. Art and Culture Corridor

•Street treatment per Village of the Arts Overlay District
  Design Guidelines Pattern Book.
•2.6 acre site as southwest gateway to the VOTA, acts as 
  a catalytic project.                
�(Y[Z�JV�VWZ��ÅL_PISL�WYVNYHTTLK�ZWHJL�MVY�SHYNL�L]LU[�����
  projections, etc.

(Diagram 1)  This diagram illustrates the footprint and context of the ex-
isting 2.6-acre site.  It is located on 14th St., the proposed Art and Culture 
Corridor, and just to the south of 12th Ave. 

(Diagram 2)��0[�PZ�WYVWVZLK�[OH[�[OPZ�PZ�H�ZPNUPÄJHU[�ZP[L�MVY�[OL�=PSSHNL�VM�[OL�
Arts masterplan, with the strong potential to act as a catalyst for the whole 
V]LYSH`�HYLH���;OL�ZP[L�VJJ\WPLZ�H�ZPNUPÄJHU[�NLVNYHWOPJ�WVZP[PVU��HUK�HSZV�
has the potential to serve as the southwestern anchor to the VOTA overlay 
district.  McKechnie Field is proposed as having the strong potential to be 
the southeastern anchor.  The site has frontage on both 14th St. as well as 
13th St., which lies within the Village of the Arts proper.  There also exists 
what is surmised to be an alleyway, which can serve to connect the site to 
12th Avenue, which has been cited by VOTA residents as the current in-
visible border between the North and South Villages.  Twelfth Ave. will also 
ultimately connect 13th St., the proposed main spine of the South Village 
YLKL]LSVWTLU[�[V���[O�:[���^OPJO�OHZ�ILLU�PKLU[PÄLK�HZ�[OL�THPU�ZWPUL�VM�
the North Village. 

(Diagram 3) It is proposed that the design guidelines for this site maintain 
[OL�JLU[YHS�VWLU�ZWHJLZ�PKLU[PÄLK�PU�+PHNYHT���MVY�WLKLZ[YPHU�JVUULJ[P]P[ �̀��
Building proposals for the site should include mixed programs and events 
that are open to the public and community and which strengthen the arts 
JVTT\UP[ �̀��;OL�WYVNYHTTPUN�MVY�[OL�ZP[L�JHU�PUJS\KL�HY[PZ[»Z�SP]L�^VYR�
housing, common gallery spaces, community gathering spaces, in addition 
[V�V[OLY�WYVNYHTZ��^OPJO�JHU�PUJS\KL�\YIHU�HNYPJ\S[\YL�HUK�JOPSKYLU»Z�WSH �̀�

Diagram 1  

Diagram 2  

Diagram 3  

2.6-acre site location

12th Ave. 14th St. Proposed Arts and
Culture Corridor 

alleyway

13th St. 

•maintain central open space
  for pedestrian access 
•integrated programming and
  events for the public and the   
  community into the site and
  building programming

•Building massing should 
  maintain open space connec
  tivity.
•Programs can include art
  ist’s live-work with public
  programs for the arts

Corridors: 9th & 4thCorridors: 9th & 4th
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Proposed 14th Street Programmed 2.6 Acre Site Proposed 14th Street Programmed 2.6 Acre site-Evening Rendering

Corridors: 9th & 4thCorridors: 9th & 4th
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+PɈLYLU[�SPNO[PUN�Ä_[\YLZ�MVY�7YVWVZLK�<YIHU�:WH[PHS�
Concepts:

•VOTA District Edge Corridors (9th and 14th Street Cor-
ridors)
•2th Street-VOTA Main Street  and East-West streets of 
the
 Village of the Arts District (VOTA)
•Entry Gateways into the Village
•Green Alleyways
•Rain garden bump-Outs
•Outdoor Living Rooms-”Plug and Play, Pop-Urban 
Spaces”

VOTA DISTRICT LIGHTING-LEGEND 
Existing Lighting

Corridor Lighting

Gateway Lighting

Back Alleyway Lighting
Outdoor Living Room Lighting

“Plug and Play” Lighting

Village of the Arts District proposed lighting plan (right)

This diagram is a lighting plan that illustrates the proposed lighting 
scheme for the Village of the Arts designated project area.

;OL�SPNO[PUN�SLNLUK�ZOV^Z�[OL�SVJH[PVUZ�VM�[OL�KPɈLYLU[�WYVWVZLK�
lighting schemes, locations which are themed and that occur within 
the District.  These have all been described in detail within this report.   
This approved lighting plan should also be part of the approved pat-
tern book and required for all existing and new development within 
the Village as part of the Village of the Arts overlay district.  These de-
sign guidelines will create a consistent “design-look” which will serve 
HZ�^H`�ÄUKPUN�HUK�¸IYHUKPUN¹�MVY�[OL�+PZ[YPJ[��

Per the legend, in order, -please see icons on plan which correspond 
to those indicated on the Legend

•Existing Lighting-THWZ�V\[�[OL�L_PZ[PUN�SPNO[�Ä_[\YLZ�PU�[OL�=PSSHNL�
of the Arts

•Corridor Lighting- proposes additional new lighting along the    9th 
St. and 14th Street corridors

•Gateway Lighting-this lighting occurs at gateways

•Outdoor Living Room Lighting-this lighting occurs in the outdoor 
living rooms that are created at bump out conditions at intersections

•“Plug and Play” Lighting –this lighting occurs in the spaces allotted 
for “pop-up” urbanism

Corridors: 9th & 4th
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The Village Tapestry-Lighting “Kit of Parts”  

Corridor Lighting-9th and 14th St. Corridors

Gateway Lighting

Back Alleyway Lighting

Outdoor Living Room Lighting

“Plug and Play” Lighting

Existing Lighting

Lighting Fixtures                     

The Village Tapestry-Lighting “Kit of Parts” cont’d...  
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Coordinate 

Short Term
1-2 Years

•Task Force
•Collaboration: County, CVB, EDC, others
•Funding Research
•Developer Incentive Research

Mid Term
2-4 Years

•Continue if needed, on-going collaboration 
•Secure Funding 
•Activate Incentives

Long Term
4+  Years

�)0.�9LZ\S[Z�MYVT�7\ISPJ�7YP]H[L�5VU�WYVÄ[�WHY[ULYZOPWZ

Investigate 

Short Term
1-2 Years

•Scope/Cost of Lighting 
•Bike Swipes (Share) Options
•Foreclosures Inventory
•Options for 2.6 acre Lot in South Village
•Opportunities
•Arts, Entertainment, Sports District

Mid Term
2-4 Years

•Implement Improved Lighting
•Decrease Problem Properties
•Connect North and South Village
•Implement Solutions that Work

4+  Years

•Projects Thriving Based on Research and Funding

What’s Next?

As indicated in the Tapestry chart there are seven areas for fur-
ther consideration. These areas should be reviewed by a task 
MVYJL�IYVHKS`�JVUJLP]LK�HUK�JVU]LULK�I`�[OL�++(�[V�WYPVYP[PaL�
the short- and long-term action items These items are detailed in 
the chart and include:

•Water – Nature: green streets  

•Connectivity: public transportation, water ways, and bike 
  paths  

•Design  

•Activate Spaces: existing and new

•Corridors: 9th and 14th Streets 

•Coordinate 

•Investigate

CONCLUSIONS AND NEXT STEPS

Image from Village of the Arts Visioning Workshop
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Factors to Support Success

.\PKLK� I`� ILZ[� WYHJ[PJL� HUK� YLZLHYJO�� [OL� ++(� HUK� 9LHSPaL�
Bradenton will continue to apply factors that are shown to drive 
community and economic development. These key factors* ap-
plied to Bradenton are: 

•A unique authentic identity highlights what is special about 
downtown Bradenton and the community.

•Community support of a downtown Bradenton and its cultural 
assets helps to ensure continued success.

•Strategic partnerships leverage our arts, culture, and heritage 
YLZV\YJLZ�MVY�JP]PJ�HUK�LJVUVTPJ�ILULÄ[�

•Inclusive cultural and strategic planning creates a vision for a 
vibrant downtown Bradenton with input from a broader commu-
nity.  

•Sustainable artist and creative class live/work spaces provide 
artists and entrepreneurs with a productive environment.

•Committed developers are attracted by the power of the arts, 
culture, and heritage leveraged for community and economic 
development.

•Anchor arts, culture, and heritage institutions and special events 
become the cornerstones of the community and downtown Bra-
KLU[VU»Z�]P[HSP[`�HUK�H[[YHJ[P]LULZZ�

•Artists and the creative class are partners and contributing 
members to the overall economic development strategy.

•The recruitment of artists and the creative class sector is an 
VYNHUPaLK�LɈVY[�[OH[�PU[LYZLJ[Z�^P[O�LJVUVTPJ�HUK�[V\YPZ[�KL]LS-
opment. 

•High accessibility of high-quality venues and events ensures 
that participation in Downtown Bradenton is attractive to all 
community members and visitors.

•Marketing, promotion and social media attract visitors, poten-
tial new residents, and developers.

•Clear demarcation of downtown is reinforced through district 
boundaries, good signage, public art, and consistent use of 
quality visuals.

•Place-making sets priorities for land use and design solutions 
for housing, retail, transportation, and accessibility.

•Strong amenities such as restaurants, shops, housing, lodging, 
HUK�YLJYLH[PVU�IVSZ[LY�KV^U[V^U�)YHKLU[VU»Z�H[[YHJ[P]LULZZ��

*From the publication, Cultural Districts, by the National Assem-
bly of State Art Agencies, 2008

APPENDIX_Exhibit A
Results from Consensus Testing 
conducuted by Prof. David Brain

5 I strongly support this idea.

4 I like this idea, but I have some reservations.

3 I am neutral about this idea.

2 I have serious reservations about this idea and could   
� UV[�Z\WWVY[�P[�^P[OV\[�TVKPÄJH[PVUZ�

1 I am strongly opposed to this idea.  

51 responses:

• Village Residents:  37.25% (19)
• CRA Residents:  5.88% (3)
• Business Owners:  29.41% (15)
• 9LWYLZLU[H[P]LZ�VM�VYNHUPaH[PVUZ!���������� �
• Other:  25.49% (14)

The results suggest strong consensus around 3 out of 30 ideas.

More than 50% of the respondents said they “strongly support” 
the idea.    


 !��¸7VSPJL�VɉJLYZ�SP]PUN�PU�HYLH�¹ 
24 47.06% I strongly support this idea.

18 35.29% I like this idea, but I have some 
   reservations.
 
7 13.73% I am neutral about this idea.

1 1.96%  I have serious reservations about this 
   idea and could not support it without
� � � TVKPÄJH[PVUZ�

0 0.00%  I am strongly opposed to this idea.  

1 1.96%  No response.

#13:  “High density apartments or lofts.”

15 29.41% I strongly support this idea.

22 43.14% I like this idea, but I have some reservations.

9 17.65% I am neutral about this idea.

4 7.84%  I have serious reservations about this
   idea and could not support it without
� � � TVKPÄJH[PVUZ�

0 0.00%  I am strongly opposed to this idea.  

1 1.96%  No response.
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(77,5+0?F,_OPIP[�(�JVU[»K���
Issues to consider
• Village as destination vs. village as home.
• Mix, mass and mesh of businesses.
• Small and locally owned vs. regional and national chains.
• +LUZP[`�HUK�HɈVYKHIPSP[ �̀
• (Y[PZ[�SVM[Z��HWHY[TLU[Z�HUK�HɈVYKHISL�ZWHJL�

Recommendations: 
Programs

• Encourage, support and expand the work of the Village “Con-
nectors.”

• )\PSK�[OL�VYNHUPaH[PVUHS�JHWHJP[`�VM�[OL�(Y[PZ[Z»�.\PSK�
• 7YVHJ[P]L�LɈVY[�[V�YLJY\P[�TVYL��HUK�KP]LYZL�HY[PZ[Z�
• 7YVHJ[P]L�LɈVY[�[V�YLJY\P[�UL^�I\ZPULZZLZ��\UKLYZ[HUKPUN�[OL�

need for mix, mesh, and mass).
• Business development program (to help existing businesses).
• Programs to engage and provide opportunities for young art-

ists.

Recommendations: 
The built environment

• Pedestrian connection to downtown, Riverwalk, and other 
amenities.

• Transit connections
• Central public space (as part of network of public spaces).
• Parking system.
• Streetscape and infrastructure:  lighting, signage, sidewalks, 

landscaping, creative storm water solutions.
• Signature development project.

#19:  “Grocery store: Whole Foods, 
     Publix, Costco.”

20 39.22% I strongly support this idea.

10 19.61% I like this idea, but I have some reserva
   tions.
 
6 11.76% I am neutral about this idea.

9 17.65% I have serious reservations about this 
   idea and could not support it without
� � � TVKPÄJH[PVUZ�

5 9.80%  I am strongly opposed to this idea.  

1 1.96%  No response.

#21:  “Active Nightlife.”

23 45.10% I strongly support this idea.

16 31.37% I like this idea, but I have some reservations.

4 7.84%  I am neutral about this idea.

6 11.76% I have serious reservations about this
   idea and could not support it without
� � � TVKPÄJH[PVUZ�

1 1.96%  I am strongly opposed to this idea.  

1 1.96%  No response.

APPENDIX_Exhibit B

(�Z[YVUN�LɈVY[�[V�PTWYV]L�)YHKLU[VU»Z�=PSSHNL�
of the Arts
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APPENDIX_Exhibit C APPENDIX_Exhibit D
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APPENDIX_Exhibit E APPENDIX_Exhibit F
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APPENDIX_Exhibit G APPENDIX_Exhibit H
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)HYIHYH�4LSLUKLa

GLOSSARY OF TERMS USED

“POP-UP URBANISM”
(�:LYPLZ�VM�ZWHJLZ�PU�[OL�W\ISPJ�YLHST��^OPJO�HYL�ÅL_PISL�HUK�OH]L�[OL�HIPSP[`�[V�IL�WYVNYHTTLK�^P[O�L]LU[Z��;OLZL�
have a fexibility and allow for civic participation as opposed to being “top-down” static spaces.

“KIT OF PARTS”
;OPZ�JHU�IL�H�ZL[�VM�Z[YLL[�M\YUP[\YL��ZPNUHNL�L[J��[OH[�OHZ�ÅL_PIPSP[`�PU�P[Z�KLZPNU�[V�HSSV^�P[�[V�IL�ZL[�\W�PU�KPɈLYLU[�
SVJH[PVUZ�HUK�ZWHJLZ�HUK�YL�HYYHUNLK�[V�HJJVTTVKH[L�ZWLJPÄJ�L]LU[Z�HUK�WYVNYHTZ�


